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Harvesting and Transport 
The first phase of harvesting in Langamull is now almost 

complete and, as per the original agreement with UPM 

Tilhill, the harvesting contract for phase two in West Ardhu 

was put out to tender and a different firm of contractors 

was appointed.  This was a purely commercial decision 

and the Directors would like to thank the original contrac-

tors for the splendid work they have done in Langamull.  

Harvesting in West Ardhu is scheduled over the next 3 - 5 

years with the area round the Forest School and dog 

walking path due to be felled this year continuing into 

2015.  The higher plantations either side of the haul road 

will be harvested from 2015 – 2019.  Please be vigilant 

about warning notices in harvesting areas for the protec-

tion and safety of members of the public and contractors.  

Saw logs and pulp wood will continue to be exported via 

the Fishnish Timber Transport Pier and fuel wood will stay 

on the Island for woodchip and firewood.  

Trading Company 
The woodchip side of the woodfuel business continues to 
progress well with all deliveries now being made by our 
Woodfuel Operator, Alan Quinn.  Alan has increased the 
turnover of rough sawn timber using the Woodmizer mo-
bile sawmill, and made several deliveries of bark for peo-
ple’s gardens.  Domestic firewood orders are starting to 
increase again after a summer lull, as people plan ahead 
for winter.  If you have an enquiry about any of the above 
items please contact us using the Island Woodfuels de-
tails at the top of this page.  There is a new requirement 
that woodfuel suppliers are registered on the Biomass 
Suppliers List  and NWMCW Trading Company has re-
ceived accreditation for both woodchip and firewood.  This 
accreditation will enable certain customers to qualify for 
Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) where applicable. 

Harvesting in West Ardhu  

Forwarder working in West Ardhu 



Producers’ Market Teas 
NWMCWC Ltd was invited by the Dervaig Village Hall 

Committee to provide the teas at the Producers’ Market 

on Sunday 27th July.  A loyal band of bakers and servers 

rallied round to provide a wide variety of homemade 

sweet treats, tea, coffee and squash to the large number 

of people attending the Market.  As always it was a hectic 

couple of hours followed by a sudden lull and the compan-

ionable clearing and cleaning of the lobby and kitchen.  

Many thanks to all the volunteers who either baked or 

helped with serving, clearing and washing up.  A fantastic 

£173.00 was raised £10 of which was donated back to the 

Village Hall, leaving £163.00 for the Charity Account.  

Appointment of Development Manager 
There was a tremendous response to the advertisements 

for the vacancy of Development Manager with 12 applica-

tions being received.  After interviewing four candidates 

Chris Liddell was offered the job and is due to commence 

in September.  Chris has family connections in Dervaig 

and is keen to move to the Island.  He has several years 

experience working for charities and has also worked for 

the Scottish Government.   As mentioned in a previous 

Newsletter, Ian Hepburn will spend 2 days a week for the 

next few months working with Chris as he settles into the 

job and ensuring continuity for the various projects.  The 

Directors are eagerly anticipating working with Chris as he 

takes his part in moving NWMCWC Ltd forwards.  

Woodland Burials 
There have been several enquiries about when the Wood-

land Burial Ground will be up and running.  The com-

mencement of work to prepare the selected area as a 

burial ground is dependent on a soil depth survey being 

carried out to provide details of the exact areas suitable 

for lairs.  This survey will cost at least £5000.00 and the 

Board are committed to commissioning it as soon as that 

amount of money is available.  A small part (about one 

acre) of the whole designated area will then be fenced 

and de-stumped and a track suitable for vehicles including 

hearses will be created.  Ideally a shelter and composting 

toilet will be erected before the burial ground is opened for 

business, but as long as the other stages are complete it 

would theoretically be possible to use it without these fa-

cilities if a family was keen to do so.  As with so many 

projects, once the burial ground is up and running it 

should be self funding, but finding the capital to get things 

to that stage is a challenge the Directors are trying their 

hardest to meet.  

Kildavie 
An opportunity arose earlier this year for a fully funded, 
two week excavation at Kildavie in September run by 
Heritage Archaeological Research Practice (HARP).  After 
careful consideration the Directors agreed that this was an 
excellent opportunity to learn more about the ancient set-
tlement in our Langamull woodlands without cost to the 
Charity.  The excavation work will be carried out by 3 – 4 
qualified staff and up to 15 archaeology students.  There 
will be a site open day on Saturday 6th September, the 
middle weekend of the excavation, and a public lecture 
will be given in Dervaig Village Hall on Thursday 11th.  
Confirmation and details for these will be publicised by 
HARP.  A few places for local volunteers are being pro-
vided by HARP and there are still some vacancies.  If you 
would like to participate in the dig on one or more days 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  I a n  H i l l  o n 
ian.harparchaeology@gmail.com for details.  In prepara-
tion for the dig, a work party of volunteers recently spent a 
day clearing bracken and brash from the Kildavie settle-
ment, resulting in a very tidy looking site.  Many thanks to 
everyone who helped with this.  

100 Club 

The third 100 Club Draw of 2014 was made on 31st July 

2014.  The lucky winners were: 1st Prize – Tony Proud, 2nd 

Prize – Barry Prater, 3rd Prize – John Morrison, 4th Prize – 

Tracy Mayo.  The final Draw of 2014 will take place in late 

October.  If anyone would like to join the 100 Club for 

2015 onwards please contact the Office as soon as possi-

ble for an application form and bank standing order de-

tails.  

Micro Hydro 
After several delays the various issues standing in the 
way of applying for planning permission for the Micro Hy-
dro seem to have been resolved.  A planning application 
has now been lodged with Argyll and Bute Council and 
their decision is expected in the next few weeks.  If plan-
ning permission is granted, ground work on the initial ac-
cess is likely to commence in the autumn. The building 
work will be put out to tender and active fundraising for 
the project will start.  It is likely that part of the fundraising 
will be through a debenture scheme offer for local inves-
tors.  Full details of this will be circulated if planning per-
mission is granted.  Once the Micro Hydro has been built 
and commissioned the electricity produced will go into the 
national grid.  The revenue should be sufficient to cover 
the overheads of the Charity, including employment costs, 
for the foreseeable future, securing three jobs. 

Access 
Now that harvesting has been completed in Langamull 
North all of the tracks are being resurfaced.  This means 
the walk from the roadside car park to the new path down 
to Kildavie is now clear.  The circular walk including Kil-
davie is also readily accessible and well worth doing.  The 
path out of the old settlement and across the bridge leads 
upwards to a harvested area now revealing stunning 
views across to Coll and Tiree. 


